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Spring 2008 

Upcoming Events and Projects 

Ruthie Lecture Programs for Spring. 
 

March 29 ς DFAW Meeting in South Windsor 

    Tour of First Burying Ground after meeting. 

April 5 ς CGN Symposium in East Hartford 

April 9 ς Newtown Genealogy Club 

Gravestone Program 

April 17 ς DAR Meeting Woodstock 

                 Gravestone Program 

April 19 ς Westport Lower G. Farms Cem.  

             Working and Cleaning Stones 

April 25 ς Global Youth Day 

             Working at Old South in Hartford 

April 26 ςSharon Historical Society 

            Sponsoring a work day to reset stones 

May 3 ς Cedar Hill in Hartford 

           Run for Roses Kentucky Derby Event 

May 10 ς East Hartford FCC group 

           Annual Activity Day at Center Cem. 

May 10 ς Cedar Hill Cemetery 

           Landscape tour with Rudi Faveretti 

June 17 ς 22 AGS Conference 

           Hampshire College, Amherst, Mass. 

 

April 5  

CGN Symposium  

East Hartford  

South Senior Center  

9 am ð 4 pm  

Admission $5 for CGN members  

$10 for general public  

Pay at the door  

For Table Space please contact Ruthie  

Details on last page  

To collections departments ς last issue was Feb.07 ς Vol.13 #1 

 

From Executive Director, Ruthie Brown 

         Greetings all, realizing that I sound like a broken record (however 
knowing that I am not alone these days),  but with  so much to do and 
so little time to get it all done I have not kept up with  quarterly 
newsletter issues again.  I am of course saving us money by not getting 
the newsletters ƻǳǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ, even if postage does 
keep going up. I did have a fall edition outlined and ready to send for 
editing when I started having computer problems.  Well after some 
restarts and fixes I finally lost the entire system. However I must say 
that while waiting for a friend to finish rescuing my old computer and 
going without IT, I got some extra rest over the winter.  

By January I finally decided to bite the bullet and purchase a new 
laptop.  Oh the joys of starting new, with Vista and all the little things 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ wŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ h[5 
computer quickly. 

This spring we decided that we should be sending out a monthly email 
update to remind folks of events and meetings.  Dana Laird has agreed 
to help out with this e-mailing and Mary Carroll will be sending out 
ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƳail.  Hopefully this 
ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ άLέ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ 
everybody. 

This year there is already a lot on my agenda, planning to work with 
old friends and new organizations. At our spring meeting it was 
decided to not only have Dana & Mary help to keep everyone 
connected but to also have monthly meetings. These meeting usually 
take place on a Sunday afternoon at the East Hartford Office. Our goal 
at meetings is to share photos and information about our various 
locations as well as discuss new issues, plan events and use the library 
that CGN has been building.  There will be a list of books we have at 
the office on page 8. Members are welcome to come and sign out 
books out to borrow for their own use for a one month period. 

April and May are busy months so we will send out a notice regarding 
upcoming meetings and programs. 

Thank You for your support and patience ð Ruthie  

                                        hope to see at the   SYMPOSIUM!!       
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For those that missed us at our last SYMPOSIUM ï hereôs some shots of what you missed! 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Billie Jo's Glass Art 1 

 

 

 

  CŜǊƴΩǎ wǳƎ - Yarn Art.. 1 
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Global Youth Day comes to Hartford  

With CGN at Old South Burying Ground 

 

Last April Hartford participated for the first time in 

Global Youth Day. This is a day that is devoted to the 

ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ άDƛǾŜ .ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ  wǳǘƘƛŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ 

the Old South Burying Ground on Maple Ave. 

Friends of Old South Burying Ground, which is Hartford 

3rd burying place, is still looking for more people to 

come forward and rally for its revival as the historic 

ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ άCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ hƭŘ {ƻǳǘƘ 

.ǳǊȅƛƴƎ DǊƻǳƴŘέ ƛǎ ǎŀŘƭȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  

{ƻ wǳǘƘƛŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ a day in 

with help to unearth broken stones and reset them. We 

had a wonderful turnout of 26 youths ages 16 to 25, 

who really enjoyed the work and left feeling that they 

had not only accomplished the task at hand but had 

learned a great deal about our history in the process. 

When all was said and done we had righted and cleaned 

14 stones and given such much needed attention to Rev 

Φ!ōŜƭ CƭƛƴǘΩǎ aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΦ 

Our 2008 event will take place on Friday April 25th. This 

is another opportunity for those of you that have never 

visited Old South to come and do that.  Of course 

anyone wishing to pitch in giving us a hand is also more 

than welcome to join us for an hour or the day.  For 

more information email Ruthie S. Brown at 

shapbrown@cox.net 

 

 

Westport ς Lower Green Farms Cemetery 

Last September The Westport Historical Society, 

Westport Historical Commission and the 

members of the Greens Farms Congregational 

Church united efforts to spruce up the Lower 

Green Farm Cemetery. Talk about an 

enthusiastic group!  CGN member and Vice 

President of the Historical Society Peter 

Jennings and Morley Boyd of the Westport 

Historical Commission were the organizers. 

The ultimate goal is to have the history of 

the church and cemetery fully documented 

and listed as a Historic Landmark. Peter had 

the inscriptions from this cemetery included 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪ ά.ǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ hǳǊ tŀǎǘΦέ 

published by the Westport Historical 

Society.  When Wayne and Ruthie left that 

day they were dirty but not really tired. The 

energy and camaraderie of the folks 

working with them was so much fun that  
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the day just flew right by.  The church folks came back 

several more Saturdays with young members and 

continued cleaning stones and making discoveries. CGN 

and Westport Historical Society member Melanie Marks 

is heading the documentation efforts and will soon have 

more to share with us. For information on the book 

ά.ǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ hǳǊ tŀǎǘΦέ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘǇƻǊǘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

Society website at http://www.westporthistory.org  

books/publications. 

 

9ŀǎǘ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘΩǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ [ŀƴǘŜǊƴ ¢ƻǳǊ  

Friends of Center Cemetery (FCC) of East 

Hartford once again had a successful 

ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 9ŀǎǘ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘΩǎ 

ǇŀǎǘΦ !ǘ C//Ωǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƻǳǊǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

had character actors from the Colonial 

period and stopped with their famous 

Poet Laureate Henry Brownell.  This time 

we still had a few old favorites join us but 

the main focus was more on those that 

brought us into the 19th century starting 

with Henry and visiting other interesting personages 

like two Civil War soldiers that offered a safe escort to 

the after dark visitors. Rev. Samuel Spring born in 

Newport (son the famous Rev. Samuel Spring of 

Newport) was colorful not only in real life but in 

present day character as well. He told of his shipping 

adventures, his moving to Connecticut starting with 

position at the Old North Church in Hartford but soon 

moving to take residence in East Hartford where he 

stayed --- yrs.  The audience met with a young woman 

ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

losing her son in the great rebellion. Then it was on to 

our lady of the evening, a Mrs. Pitkin from the 5th 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tƛǘƪƛƴΩǎ ƛƴ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

operated a famous Hat Shop.  That is only a few of the 

treats that FCC members had to offer the audience.   

FCC is planning to have their next Lantern Tour in 2009 

as this will be the 300th anniversary of the founding of 

ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿŀǎ IŀǊǘŦƻǊŘ /ƻƭƻƴȅΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 

/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ŀǎ ōȅ мтллΩǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

settlement was living across the river. Please contact 

FCC if anyone is interested in volunteering to help 

out with this production, which will run for more 

than one evening. 

Friends of Center Cemetery, Inc., 70 Canterbury St., 

East Hartford, CT 06118 ς or email Ruthie at 

shapbrown@cox.net    
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/ƻǾŜƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǎǘƻƴŜs go home. 

Coventry Cemetery Commission Chair and CGN member 

Sherri Chapman is finishing a project that CGN member 

ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘ Wŀƴ wŀƳƻǎ άǳƴŜŀǊǘƘŜŘέ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ 

WŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ǘ 

aka Carpenter Cemetery is located.  Ruthie of course is 

always looking for the missing pieces and they 

discovered that the old driveway into the little 

cemetery was indeed paved with footstones. As it 

turned out, these footstones belonged to headstones in 

South St. cemetery which is located at the end of Silver 

St. about a ½ mile away. Efforts were untaken back in 

2000 to unearth most the buried footstones by the 

members of the Historical Society and CGN. Dr. Slater 

was on hand at the time and agreed with Ruthie that 

most of these rediscovered pieces had iconography that 

was unusual and most likely the majority was carved by 

the Loomis family  who were of course the local carvers 

in Coventry at that time. It is unfortunate that many of 

these smaller stones had their arched tops removed to 

accommodate the tiled fitting. 

To see the beginnings of this discovery  

Ǝƻ ǘƻ WŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǘΦ  

http://home.att.net/~CoventryCT/project.html  -  

 which is also a link on the CGN web site. 

 

St. Augustine Cemetery in Bridgeport  

Genealogist Daniel Lynch has been working in St. 

Augustineôs to unearth stones that have been buried over 

the course of time. Dan has been successful in 

documenting this project  and more information and 

photos can be found on his website at   

www.lynchonline.com  on home page and click link for 

St. Augustine 

 

NEW BOOK about CEDAR HILL CEMETERY 

JACOB WEIDENMANN: PIONEER LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT  

The author, Rudy Favretti, has had his own 

distinguished career as a landscape architect, educator 

and historian. In a review by Christopher Wigren, of the 

Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, highlights 

the importance of remembering Jacob Weidenmann's 

life. The book is available at Wesleyan University Press 

with a 20% discount, if you order through their website 

www.wesleyan.edu/wespres and use discount code 

W300. 

 A limited supply of books, autographed personally by 

the author, can be purchased directly from the publisher 

for $ 52.95, including shipping & handling and may be 

ordered through the Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation, 

Inc., 453 Fairfield Avenue, Hartford, CT 06114-

2718.[Phone: (860) 956-3311] 

For more details about this book visit  

www.cedarhillcemetery.org    and while your there 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ нллу ǘƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ 

For Foundation Events like the RUN for ROSES May 3 

нллу ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

please visit the Cedar Hill Foundation page at   

http://cedarhillcemeteryfoundation.blogspot.com/  - 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

there. 

 

CCT Office has a new address 
The Connecticut Culture Tourism Commission which 

was previously located on South Prospect St. in Hartford 

has recently been moved to Constitution Plaza.  

Our contact there concerning old burying grounds is; 

Dr. David A. Poirier  Staff Archaeologist 
Commission on Culture & Tourism 
State Historic Preservation Office 
One Constitution Plaza, Second Floor 
Hartford, CT 06103 
Phone: 860-256-2761 
Fax:     860-256-2763 
 
Ruthie would lost all e-address books and had to rebuild 
them, however many of you have changed your addresses 
since your last CGN membership application. IF you see your 
addresses listed below or have not received an email from 
CGN since January please send Ruthie a message and let her 
know. 

 PLEASE send Ruthie an email  
so I can update your address.  

nodjod@sbcglobal.net 

jacquire31@excite.com 

ellen@brisolhistoricalsociety.org 

colekrusen@adelphia.net 

ladyinthefly@yahoo.com 

wjguiness@snet.net 
svaun@earthlink.net 
nyecorhan@juno.com 
declair@attglobal.net 
lindyolewine@prodigy.net 
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Agudas Achim Cemetery in Hartford 

Article and pictures by Fern Strong 

On Sunday April 1, Ruthie, Roberta and I were treated 

to a tour of the Congregation Agudas Achim section of 

the Zion Hill Cemetery in Hartford. Lynn Talit a sexton 

for the cemetery led the tour. Congregations purchased 

sections of different sizes depending on their needs. 

She explained to us that immigrants were mostly from 

Eastern Europe who settled in Hartford founded this 

ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муфлΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΩǎ ƳŀǊōƭŜΦ  

 
The majority of the remaining stones are from the 

мфнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ ƻƴ these stones is very 

interesting. There are stones that represent the tree of 

ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ άǊŜǎƻƭǳǘŜΣ 

ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΣ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

 

 [ȅƴƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ 

the raised hands, with the tips of the index fingers 

and thumbs touching and fingers spread on each hand 

to form a "V" is the symbol that a Kohen is buried there. 

That means someone who is believed to be descended 

from the line of high 

ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎέΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƭŘ 

us that the Hebrew 

that appears on most 

of the stones tells 

important genealogy 

information about 

that person (parents, 

birthplace, etc. 

 

Erick, Lynn, Fern and Roberta Halporn from NY. 



  
March 2008   Page 7 

 
  

For those that were not able to join us on our 

Greenwood New Your Cemetery Tour here are some 

views you missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The view from the top of the hill was just spectacular 

and there was just enough spring color to make every 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

CGN meeting. 
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Calendar for Spring 
 

March 29 ς DFAW Meeting in South Windsor 
                 Tour of First Burying Ground after meeting. 
April 5 ς CGN Symposium in East Hartford 

April 9 ς Newtown Genealogy Club 

                 Gravestone Program 

April 17 ς DAR Meeting Woodstock 

                 Gravestone Program 

April 19 ς Westport -Lower Greens Farms Cem.  

               Resetting and Cleaning Stones 

               More info call Jeff Booth at 203-846-4645 

                or  jeffbooth@pobox.com 

April 25 ς Global Youth Day- Hartford 

             Working at Old South Burying Ground 

April 26 ςSharon Historical Society 

            Sponsoring a work day to reset stones 

         Contact Liz Shapiro  

sharonhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com 

May 3 ς Run for Roses Kentucky Derby Event 

             Cedar Hill Cemetery in Hartford 

              www.info@cedarhillcemetery.org 

May 10 ς Annual Activity Day at Center Cem. 

            Friends of Center Cemetery, East Hartford 

            More info call Ruthie Brown-860-643-5652 

May 10 ςLandscape tour with Rudi Faveretti 

          Cedar Hill Cemetery, Hartford 

          860-956-3311 - www.cedarhillcemetery.org 

 

Association for Gravestone Studies  

 2008 Conference  

June 17 ς 22 at Hampshire College, Amherst Massachusetts 

Register now for 3 days of bus tours and lectures, annual 

meeting & dinner. 

For more detailed information go to 

www.gravestonestudies.org 

 

Book Loan ï some of the Titles available at 
CGN  

Soul In the Stone:Cemetery  Art From America's Heartland  

Graveyards of Barrington New Hampshire - 1976 

Famous and Curious Cemeteries - 1977 

Hopkinton, Rhode Island Historical Cemeteries - 1998 

Exeter, Rhode Island Historical Cemeteries - 1994 

Early Gravestone Art in Georgia & South Carolina - 1986 

B.H. Kinney 1821-1888 Gravestone Carver and Sculptor  

Victorial Cemetery Art - 1972- E.Gillon 

Early New England Gravestone Rubbings - 1978 - E.Gillon 

Early American Gravestone Art in Photographs                         
- Duval & Rigby 

Life How Short, Eternity How Long: Gravestone Carving          
and Carvers in Nova Scotia - 1978 

Locations of Graves on Worcester Common                               
-Farber & Bouley 

New England Cemeteries: A Collector's Guide 

The Burying Place of Governor Arnold 

The Old Burial Ground Rutland, Mass 1717-1888, 1980 

Gravestone Chronicles I & II - Gabel & Chase 

The Puritan Way of Death: A Study in Religion, Culture,           
and Social Change - 1977 -Stannard 

Eastbury Cemetery: An Outdoor Museum - Sawyer 

By Their Markers Ye shall Know Them:  Hartford's Ancient 
Burying Ground - 1994 - Hosley 

On the Green: the Old Center Cem. - North Haven CT 1723-
1882 - 2000 -Furnival 

Cemetery Inscriptions in The Town of Preston                        
- 1991 -Oat 

Stonington Graveyards: A Guide - 1980 

Buying A Monument? - 1994 

Epitaphs To Remember: Remarkable Inscriptions from             
New England Gravestones - 1962 - Greene 

Over Their Dead Bodies: Yankee Epitaphs and History             
- 1962 - Mann & Greene 

The Victorian Undertaker - 2003 - May 

Puritan Gravestone Art - 1997 

Discovering Brasses and Brass Rubbing - 1971 -Cook 

 Stone and the Spirit:  Walking Guide - Ancient Burying 
Ground, Wethersfield -Village -1987 - Macdonough 

Discovering Epitaphs - 1972 - Wright 

The Last Word:The Lure and Lore of Early New England 
Graveyards - 1973 - Williams 

A Graveyard Preservation Primer - 1990 - Strangstad 

Understanding Scottish Graveyards - 1985 - Willsher 

The Curiosities of England: Hertfordshire Curiosities                
- 1992 - Lucas 

Sudden and Awful: American Epitaphs and                                          
The Finger of God - 1968 - Mann & Greene 

Legacy at risk: Connecticut's Outdoor Sculpture                      
summary Report - 1996- CT Historical Comm. 

Markers: vol.1,5-11,13-21,  Assoc. for Gravestone Studies  

Carved In Stone: Agawam Mass. Stories - Clark 

Enfield Connecticut: Stories Carved in Stone - Clark 

Out of Fire and Valor: the War Memorials of NYC                       
from the Revolution to 9-11 - Snyder 

Old Bohemian and Moravian Jewish Cemeteries - Fiedler 
 

Dana Laird has been posting her gravestone photos on 

the following site to share with others:  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cemeteryrodeo   




